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The birth of Skeleton Sea came after a long hike lasting several hours to a remote surfing 

spot in the Azores. Accompanied by donkeys to carry their boards, Alexander “Xandi” 

Kreuzeder and a couple of friends walked across the island of São Jorge to the beach. 

When he finally caught sight of the Atlantic coast behind a peak, he couldn’t believe his 

eyes: “There was a kilometre-long wall of coloured plastic waste which had washed ashore”, 

he says. The 56-year-old from Munich, who moved to the Portuguese surf hot-spot Ericeira 

with his family many years ago, remembers the moment with great clarity. Dumbfounded, 

they trekked along the beach, surrounded by old drums, tubing and plastic bags: “We 

simply couldn’t get into the water.” 

A WALL OF PLASTIC WASTE A KILOMETRE LONG 

Skeleton Sea built a sea turtle with plastic 
waste from the ocean for KALDEWEI.  
The sculpture is on display at the Iconic 
World in Ahlen and it stands for the  
company’s support of WWF.

(from the left)
Xandi Kreuzeder at work. 
Artwork “Roxy Mermaid”. 

Skeleton Sea: Xandi Kreuzeder (on the right) with his wife Isabell
and João Parrinha at their surf camp in Ericeira, Portugal.

“KEEP THE

CLEAN.

“
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A sculpture made of discarded beach 
sandals: “Free FlipFlop II”.

Perfect waves: Along Portugal’s coasts the Atlantic offers the ideal conditions for surfing – if it wasn’t for the waste … 
(from the left) surfer Tai Graham, Joao Parrinha 

“THE  BEST  TH ING IS  TO  AVOID 

PL AST IC  AS  FAR  AS  POSS IBLE . 

THAT  IS  THE  MES SAG E 

W E  WA N T  TO  S H A R E .”

Spanish artist Luis de Dios and João Parrinha, an artist from Portugal, began work-

ing with the materials they found on the beach. Xandi Kreuzeder, who was a surfboard 

shaper and sports photographer, met them and was instantly inspired. “We started collecting 

the garbage and making sculptures out of it”, he says. Huge fish made of washed up beach 

sandals and flippers, sea creatures made of inner tubing, polystyrene and plastic bottles. 

This was the birth of the art collective Skeleton Sea – and the idea of fighting to keep the 

oceans clean. That was back in 2005. 

Since then, Kreuzeder, Parrinha and their fellow artists-cum-activists have been 

travelling the world to spread their message: “Keep the oceans clean.” They show their 

sculptures in museums, at surf festivals, trade shows and street-art events. The money 

they make through these activities just about covers the organisation’s costs and pays for 

the transportation of the artworks. A three-person Skeleton Sea team holds info workshops 

and art events in schools and other institutions for children and young people. “This is about 

their future”, says Kreuzeder. “We need to sensitise the kids and build awareness.” 

Every year, around 12.7 million tons of 

plastic waste is tipped into the world’s oceans. 

Every single piece of plastic that ends up in the 

sea stays there, even if it is no longer visible 

to the naked eye. UV radiation and movement 

of the waves erodes it until it is microplastic 

and plastic powder. Fish ingest these particles, 

which then – through the food chain – end up 

in our bodies. 

“We teach them about these dangers”, 

says Xandi Kreuzeder. “Everyone should avoid 

plastic wherever they can. That’s why we take 

the kids down to the beach to pick up plastic 

waste and turn it into sculptures. As memorials 

and warning beacons.” 
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If you have been transforming natural raw materials into long-lasting, 

timelessly beautiful products for over 100 years and if, as a family- 

run business you think in terms of generations, then the subject 

of sustainability is firmly and immutably enshrined in your DNA. 

Take our enamelled steel, for instance – a future-proof material 

for bathroom products that is 100% recyclable and even con-

sists of 20% recycled steel. With a material like that, it is only 

logical that we make our production and transport just as 

gentle on resources.

In 2017 KALDEWEI received the Green Good Design Award 

for ecologically outstanding products. And then, not least, 

there’s our 30-year warranty which sets products made 

of our material apart from plastic alternatives and 

makes them the ideal choice for eco-friendly, climate- 

neutral building. In fact, sustainability even pays off 

as an element of green building certification to, say, 

LEED standard. And don’t forget that thanks to the 

long lifecycle, our products retain their value for 

many years.

WORKING TOGETHER 
TO PRESERVE OUR 
ENVIRONMENT.

As a family business, however, we are also 

thinking even further ahead – about future 

generations and the kind of environment we 

will be bequeathing to them. That is why we 

have made a commitment to preserve the 

ocean habitats that connect all of us and which 

are threatened by the rapidly swelling tide of plas-

tic waste. As a partner of the WWF we are support-

ing a model project that will lastingly and effectively 

reduce the amount of plastic waste entering the 

oceans. The aim here is to make plastics too valuable 

to simply throw them away. For KALDEWEI this is a 

further, smarter step to a more sustainable future.

ACTING SUSTAINABLY
IS SECOND NATURE TO US.
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MEKONG
DELTA

T H E W W F A N D  K A L D E W E I  A R E  PRO M OT I N G  WA ST E  S E PA R AT I O N  I N  T H E 

M E K O N G  D E LTA .  T O  P R E V E N T  2 , 3 0 0  T O N S  O F  P L A S T I C  R E A C H I N G 

T H E  O C E A N  I N  T H E  F I R S T  P L A C E .

Plastic enters the ocean via rivers – particularly via the Mekong 
because in Vietnam most waste is still disposed of in the countryside. 
If the Mekong breaks its banks during the rainy season, it takes tons 
of plastic waste with it into the Pacific. The Long An model project aims
to permanently prevent this.

Waste is being turned into opportunities.

Long An is a province in the northwest of the 

Mekong Delta. And, like the rest of Vietnam, it cannot 

cope with its waste problem. That is why the WWF/

KALDEWEI model project is aiming to boost entrepre-

neurialism and turn waste into an economic factor. 

“More than 80 per cent of the waste in the Mekong 

Delta is organic,” says Trinh Thi Long from WWF Vietnam. 

If the waste is already separated at household level, 

the organic and plastic components can be sorted out, 

and sold as fertiliser and/or reusable materials which 

will contribute to financing the system. It’s a win-win 

situation both for small local businesses and for the 

environment.

Vision: avoid 60,000 tons of plastic waste.

In this way, 2,300 tons of plastic waste can be 

collected per year in Long An alone. And freed-up capac-

ity at dumps and incinerators can be then be used to 

reduce the mountains of waste scattered around the 

countryside. Involving the local population is also part of 

the project – because if the locals can be encouraged 

to join in, the model project will also be implemented in 

other districts and provinces in the Mekong Delta. That 

will then mean 60,000 tons of plastic per year that can 

be collected and recycled, instead of going into the ocean.

T H E  W W F  M E KO N G  P R OJ EC T 

I N  F I G U R E S .

•  Project location: Long An in the Mekong Delta, 

Vietnam

•  Development of a recycling system for 1.5 mil-

lion people

•  2,300 tons less plastic waste in the short term 

in Long An province alone.

•  In the medium term, 60,000 tons less plastic 

per annum in the entire Mekong Delta.


